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GOVERNOR MARK REVIEW

Executive Summary

A number of changes have been introduced to the Governor Mark Standards document, and the application form and associated guidance. This summarises changes to the application form, which covers other documents.

The draft revised application form will be provided to Governor Mark assessors, the NGA, the DCSF, Aspect and members of NSIG and NCOGS. We are requesting that it be placed on the NCOGS website so any member of COGS can look at it and comment if they wish. Comments are welcome and should come to info@glm.partnership.org . 

Two overall changes we have made are:

· to simplify some of the language and use more generic terminology

· to properly number each individual criterion 

We are extremely grateful for the many helpful contributions we have received that have helped with this work, and hope that this revised framework will help more governing bodies apply for a Governor Mark assessment.

Principle changes

These are highlighted through the document in yellow.
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· Remove request for hard copy of any evidence

· Open up Routeway 2

· Remove arbitrary nature of the pre-qualifying criteria for Routeway 1 – any school with the right evidence can apply, not just ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ schools

· Assessor will arrange the date for the visit – they will already have the initial evidence

Pages 5-6:

· Detailed evidence is only required for section 5-8

Page 7-13:

· The full framework remains, so governors can use it as a self-evaluation tool. For a Governor Mark application, however, only the main heading in each of sections 1-4 needs to be evaluated. These parts should be tackled after section 5-8.

Pages 14-23:
· These sections are largely unchanged, although we are requiring the criterion on safeguarding [6d(iv)] to be fully compliant.

Page 25:

· More detailed guidance on impact statements

Page 29:

· A substantial price increase from September 2009. There has been a good deal of helpful comment about the need for greater capacity to deliver Governor Mark, and the current prices are unsustainable in this regard. This price increase also includes an increase in the payment to an assessor to £405.
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